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EU rivers and Natura 

2000• EU: around 50 main rivers, 20 
of which have catchment areas 
> 50,000 km²; 4% of Natura 
2000



Multi-functionality of EU rivers

• Serve multiple benefits:
• Vital habitat
• Source of fresh water
• Hydropower 
• Transport
• Important role in 

climate adaptation



State of nature in the EU - Results from reporting under 

the nature directives 2013-2018



Species condition in 
the EU



EU response





Protect Nature  

Protect 30% of EU land and sea

 Based on Natura 2000 and nationally designated 

areas

 EU wide target, take into account specific situation in 

MS

 Integrate ecological corridors to build coherent network 

Strictly protect a third of these areas

 Covering areas of very high biodiversity value & 

important for mitigation and adaptation to climate 

change, including all primary and old growth forest



Restore Nature  
EU Restoration Plan with 2030 commitments (1):   

 Legally binding targets to be proposed in 2021

 No deterioration of any protected habitats and species by 2030: 

trend to be positive for at least 30%

 Agroecology: Organic farming >25%

 Biodiverse landscape features >10%

 Reduction of pollution from fertilisers by 50% and by 20% their 

use

 Plant 3 billion additional trees respecting ecological principles 

 Reverse decline in pollinators

 Restore 25,000km free flowing rivers 



2021 EEA briefing ‘Tracking 
barriers and their impacts on

European river ecosystems’

• over 1 
milion
bariers

• significant 
pressures 
for about 
20% of 
European 
surface 
water 
bodies



EU rivers – protection, conflict resolution – exmaples

of good practice - LIFE



ERDF/

INTERREG



EU nature legislation and inland waterway transport –

guidance documents
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For more information, please consult:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment

Contact:

Przemyslaw.Oginski@ec.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment
mailto:Name.Surname@ec.europa.eu

