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From the guidance:

• Climate proofing is a process that integrates climate change 
mitigation and adaptation measures into the development of 
infrastructure projects.

• In general, the project promoter will include in the project 
organisation the expertise needed for climate proofing and 
coordinate with other work in the project development process, for 
instance, environmental assessments. Depending on the specific 
nature of the project, this may include bringing in a climate-
proofing manager and a team of experts in climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.

Introduction



• European Green Deal
• European Climate Law, recital (33), article 5(5)
• EU long-term budget 2021-2027, Council Conclusions 17-21/7/20
• European Parliament resolution of 15/1/20
• Fund-specific legislation (CEF, ERDF, Cohesion Fund, InvestEU, …)
• EU Strategy on adaptation to climate change (adopted 24/2/21)

Policy framework



• Climate change may affect transportation on inland waterways, 
rivers and channels, and ports located along inland waterways. 
Some of the main impacts include droughts, floods, and 
navigation.

• There are several approaches to enhance the resilience of 
transportation on inland waterways, rivers and channels, and ports 
located along inland waterways to climate change, for instance 
adaptation planning, infrastructure improvements, technology, and 
water management. 

Climate change and inland 
waterways and ports



Climate proofing 2014-2020

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5535c968-7a41-11e6-b076-01aa75ed71a1

• Legal basis (e.g. project information / application form)
• Integration in CBA and project cycle management
• JASPERS advisory service, verification, training etc.

Adaptation to climate 
change

Vulnerability/Risk 
Assessment

and adaptation response

Mitigation of climate 
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EIB carbon footprint
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Climate change and major projects

https://jaspers.eib.org/knowledge/events/third-climate-change-adaptation-in-the-transport-sector

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5535c968-7a41-11e6-b076-01aa75ed71a1
https://jaspers.eib.org/knowledge/events/third-climate-change-adaptation-in-the-transport-sector


• More EU funds: InvestEU, Connecting Europe Facility (CEF), 
European Regional Development Funds (ERDF), Cohesion Fund 
(CF), and Just Transition Fund (JTF), …

• Updated carbon footprint methodology and shadow cost of carbon
• Climate vulnerability and risk assessment as basis for adaptation
• Consistency with the Paris Agreement and climate objectives
• Documentation and verification
• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
• Recommendations to support climate proofing in Member States

From 2014-2020 to 2021-2027



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52021XC0916(03)
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Climate proofing 2021-2027
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Infrastructure is a broad 
concept encompassing 
buildings, network 
infrastructure, and a range of 
built systems and assets.
For instance, the InvestEU 
Regulation includes a 
comprehensive list of eligible 
investments under the 
sustainable infrastructure 
policy window.

Climate proofing 2021-2027



Climate proofing infrastructure
(mitigation, climate neutrality) 2021-2027



Climate proofing infrastructure
(adaptation, climate resilience) 2021-2027



Climate proofing & 
environmental  assessments 2021-2027

Climate proofing 
and EIA (Annex D), 
and SEA (Annex E)



Documentation and verification 2021-2027
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Examples of guidance on 
adaptation planning for ports
and inland waterways

Climate Change Adaptation Planning for Ports and Inland Waterways https://www.pianc.org/publications/envicom/wg178

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/metadata/guidances/climate-change-adaptation-planning-for-ports-and-inland-waterways
https://www.pianc.org/publications/envicom/wg178


ESOTC 2022

https://climate.copernicus.eu/esotc/2022

https://climate.copernicus.eu/esotc-2022-press-resources

https://climate.copernicus.eu/esotc/2022
https://climate.copernicus.eu/esotc-2022-press-resources
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Thank you for your attention
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