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Danube Commission - International Intergovernmental Organization

Founding Document: Convention for the Regulation of Navigation on the Danube
 Belgrade, 1948

• 11 member states (1948, 1960, 1998): AT, BG, HR, DE, HU, MD, RS, SK, RO, RF, UA, (7 EU and 4 non-EU) / 
representatives of RF suspended since March 2022

• 10 observer countries (2001, 2006, 2008, 2012, 2014): NL, CZ, FR, TR, CY, GR, ME, BE, MK, GE
• International organizations as observers & partners: IMO, ISRBC, BSEC, EC (DG MOVE), Moselle 

Commission, CCNR, ICPDR, UNECE, EDINNA, IVR, EFIP
• Since 1954 the based in Budapest

• Mission: To ensure and develop free navigation on the Danube in accordance with the interests and 
sovereign rights of the member states of the Belgrade Convention…

• Tasks acc. art. 8 Danube Convention: Monitoring implementation of Belgrade Agreement, Preparation of General
Plan for large scale works of Danube States, Standardization of regulations for river monitoring, Coordination of hydro- 
meteorological services, Harmonization of inland navigation rules, Creation of uniform system of standards on navigable part 
of the Danube (signalling and pilotage system), Collection of statistical data for Danube navigation, Elaboration and issue of 
professional publications.

• Work in expert (hydro-technical, personnel, waste, safety, security, statistics, ports) and working groups
(technical, legal & financial) and two annual meetings (representatives of Member States)

• Gradual involvement in EU funded projects and initiatives (EUSDR PA1A, CESNI, Corridor Meetings, 
Platina3); Realizations of Grant I-III with EC/DG Move since 2015;

• No legislation, recommendations to member states, competence center and service provider 
(information and coordination); 
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Danube Commission in short



• DC database on Danube ports with map visualization:
• http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-

navigation/danube-ports-map/
• 75 ports and 198 terminals covered by the dataset, regularly 

updated, more than 230.000 visits in 7 years;
• Total cargo throughput of Danube ports 76.5 million tons in 2022 

(+3.2% to 2021); Q1/2023 - 23.8 million tons ; Most important EU-
UA Solidarity Lane;

• Further develop the existing information into a full GIS 
based database on port infrastructure; 
• Adding additional port infrastructure parameters;
• Upgrading web interface
• Full operation as from 20 June 2023;
• Cooperation with TEN Tec database;

• DC SEC will present progress in next EG Ports meeting (12 
March 2024); 

Danube ports infrastructure database could become valuable
instrument for promoting & monitoring port development

Danube  river and seaports – 
statistics and port infrastructure

http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/


• Creation of dedicated Expert Meeting on Development of Danube ports and Port Operations (EM Ports);

• First meeting: 30 September 2021 in Budapest; Meetings in 2022 and 2023;

• Monitor port policies of European Union and DC member states as well as related documents;

• Contribute to port policies and related documents on European level, providing feedback in public consultations, 
information exchange with DC member states; 

• Provide & exchange information among the members of the expert group on port policies, good practices in port 
development and port operations; in cooperation with professional organsations for the port sector;

• Facilitate & monitor studies and projects related to port development, greening and digitalization of inland ports;

• Facilitate port infrastructure development (physical, digital, environmental) as part of Danube transport corridor 
development; energy transition and greening of ports and port operations; implementation of AFIR and development 
of OPS and H2 in inland ports;

• Chairman of EM Ports in the period 2021-2023: Mr Werner Auer, Managing Director Ennshafen Port;

• "Joint Statement of the Danube Port Authorities and Ports Stakeholders" – Initiative of the DC Secretariat. Progress 
since 2022;

Main goals of DC Expert Meeting on Ports



DC Secretariat initiative:

“Joint Statement of the Danube Port Authorities and Ports Stakeholders”

Rationale for the initiative:

• The Danube region´s river and sea ports are important logistics and transport nodes in supply chains and contribute 
substantially to regional economic development and cohesion as industrial hubs; 

• In the context of the energy transition, ports have significant untapped potentials to become hubs for clean energy 
production and distribution as well as for the development of the circular economy;

• Paris Agreement, the EU Green Deal and non-EU Danube States with similar national commitments have set ambitious 
climate goals for 2030 and 2050 that require immediate and targeted action to decarbonise all sectors of the economy;

• The EU Green Deal and the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy underline the need to increase the modal share of 
IWT by 25% by 2030 and by 50% by 2050 and recognize that IWT together with rail transport is central to the 
decarbonisation of the European transport system;

• Port authorities, port administrations, port operators and other port businesses need to implement concrete measures 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and ensure sustainability of port development and operations;

There is a strong need for intensive cooperation and coordination between port actors at a given port location as well as 
between ports, across borders, but also across economic sectors, and at transnational level.  
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Rationale for Joint Statement



Framework conditions:

• The ports in the Danube region have different organisational, financial and governance conditions;

• Although the climate goals are the same, the pathways to reach them are different and depend on many factors; 

• Port authorities/administrations can decide on the greening of their own activities and jurisdiction, but have limited 
possibilities to influence green behavior of port users (terminal operators, transport companies, etc.);

• Ports can also be an important partner of surrounding communities and regions in achieving higher levels of sustainability 
and supporting the energy transition;

• There is extensive experience from the work of ESPO for sea ports (EcoPorts Initiative encompassing Port Environmental 
Review System (PERS) and Self-Diagnosis Method (SDM); see also: ESPO Green Guide 2021, Manual for European Ports 
towards a green future), which can be used as input for the work of the Danube ports;

• Port Environmental Management Plans (PEMP) and specific green port polices can be valuable tools to ensure port 
sustainability;

Port authorities/administrations are required to take an active role (the lead) for both the greening of the port 
authority/administration and the greening of the entire port area. They have to play an important role in coordinating 
activities and ensure high stakeholder participation.
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Joint Statement Framework



Objectives of the proposed Joint Statement:

• Initiate a comprehensive, transnational public-private initiative supporting Europe´s goal to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 55% by 2030 and to achieve net zero CO2 emissions by 2050 and a high level of sustainability in port 
development and port operations in the Danube region´s river and sea ports;

• Align port stakeholders of the Danube region on the principles and measures needed to decarbonise river and sea ports of 
the Danube region and to ensure sustainability of port development and operations;

• River and sea port administrations as well as private port owners and operators agreeing to the Declaration demonstrate 
their commitment to take concrete measures to achieve Europe´s climate goals; 

The proposed Joint Statement will: 

• Provide a platform for cooperation among ports in the Danube Region;

• Support the sustainable and smart development of inland waterway transport, climate change 
mitigation and adaptation, energy transition and circular economy;

• Trigger the creation of a project pipeline that will feed into the European Union's funding programs;

• Raise awareness on all political levels in the member states and at EC level.
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Objectives - Green Danube Port Joint Statement



• Initial steps in 2022

• Start of initiative in EM PORTS 9 March 2022, consultation process, verified by WG TECH in April;

• 97th session of the Danube Commission (15 June 2022) confirmation of initiative;

• On 24 June 2022, port authorities/administrations, private port owners and port operators of the DC member states were 
invited to sign the “Declaration on Decarbonisation and Sustainability of River and Sea ports in the Danube Region”

• Complex general situation in 2022 (the armed conflict, the energy crisis and the postponement of the EM PORTS);

• Objections regarding the use of the term "Declaration“;

• Relaunch of the signing procedure on 2 February 2023 as “"Joint Statement of the Danube Port Authorities and Ports Stakeholders" 

• Renewed invitation to all stakeholders to sign;

• Port authorities will work to promote the JS and to convince port operators, associations and other interested parties to sign;

• The first results were  presented at the EM Ports, 21 March 2023;

• By 31 March 2023, 6 port authorities/operators/stakeholders have signed up.

• Interaction with EU projects & project generation

• The initiative shall interact with EU projects supporting the greening of ports 

• The initiative shall facilitate a pipeline of implementation projects
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Implementation steps of the Joint Statement



Thank you for 

your attention!

Secretariat of the Danube 
Commission

manfred.seitz@danubecommission.org  

H-1068 Budapest
Benczúr utca 25

www. danubecommission.org

   

mailto:dejan.trifunovic@danubecommission.org
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