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Why protecting and restoring freshwater
ecosystems?

“Nature is essential for “Inland waters and freshwater “Compared to 1970,
human existence and good ecosystems show among the freshwater vertebrate
quality of life.” highest rates of decline” populations have declined

by 84 %.”

Living Planet Index 2022
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Global Risks Report 2023 (World Economic Forum)

10 years

5

Failure to mitigate climate change

Failure of climate-change adaptation

Natural disasters and extreme weather
events

Biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse

Large-scale involuntary migration

i § European
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https://www.weforum.org/reports/global-risks-report-2023/



Pressures on waters

Multiple pressures including:
» Hydrological alteration
» Physical alterations

» Interference of river continuity Water services affected:
> Pollution

Water and food supply
Diluter

Waterborne transport
Energy production
Cooling

Recreational activities
Protection against
waterborne threats
(floods, erosion, ...)
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State Of Waters |n the EU v More than 1 million barriers - AlImost

one every 2 km (https://amber.international/)

Surface water bodies: Ecological status or potentlal by country 2nd RBMP) Density of barg
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v 70-90% of floodplains are degraded
due to hydromorphological changes

(https://water.europa.eu/freshwater/europe-
v' Hydromorphological pressures: 34% water bodies freshwater/freshwater-themes/fioodplains)

v 44% Water Bodies achieve Good Ecological Status
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https://www.eea.europa.eu/themes/water/european-waters/water-quality-and-water-
assessment/water-assessments/ecological-status-of-surface-water-bodies
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Key directives to promote freshwater

ecosystems

Habitats Directive (1992)

« Maintain and restore species and
habitats present to a good condition
In the Natura 2000 Network

 Action Plan 2017 to rapidly improve
iImplementation of Habitats and
Birds Directives

Water Framework Directive (2000)

* (Good Ecological Status and non-
deterioration of status by restoring
waters and mitigating pressures

« 3rd River Basin Management Plans

(reported 19/27)

ommission



The European Green Deal

Transforming the

EU’s economy for a A zero pollution ambition

sustainable future for a toxic-free environment

\

Increasing the EU’s Climate
ambition for 2030 and 2050
/

Supplying clean, affordable
and secure energy

The
European

Preserving and restoring
ecosystems and biodiversity

|
From ‘Farm to Fork’: a fair,
healthy and environmentally
friendly food system

/
Accelerating the shift to
sustainable and smart mobility
Designing a set of

deeply transformative policies, under the

Mobilising industry
for a clean and circular economy

Green
Deal

Building and renovating in an .
energy and resource efficient way And leavmg

no one behind

Do No Harm principle

The EU as a
global leader ‘

A European

Climate Pact European
Commission



The zero pollution vision for 2050 00

b Simon Migaj - Unsplash

e
P

g considered harmful to health and

Air, water and solil pollution is
reduced to levels no longer

g natural ecosystems and that
i respect the boundaries our planet

§ can cope with, thus creating a toxic-
& free environment.”
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Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

» Restore freshwater ecosystem,
at least 25,000 km free flowing
rivers, and restore and preserve
ecological flows

« 30% of EU land and sea
protected, 1/3 of which under
‘strict protection’

« The proposal for Nature
Restoration Law makes
restoration mandatory for
Member States until 2050

European
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EU Climate Change Adaptation Strategy ?§

(in the context of waterways) COM (2021) 82 final, 24.2.2021

Towards a climate-resilient water management

* Improve coordination of thematic plans and other
mechanisms (incl. water resource allocation and water-

permits) across sectors and borders

* Nature-based solutions to achieve the goals of the

Water Framework Directive and the Floods Directive

_ Adbufeira Barragert de Salgueird
* © Ereative Commons —"Victor Oliveira
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Guidance available

Guidance documents on the Integrated sediment management
Inland V\{aterW'c_lys a_nd implementation of the Water - Guidelines and good practices in
the Habitats Directive Framework Directive the context of the Water

Framework Directive

European COMMON IMPLEMENTATIO
e THE WATER FRAMEWORK

THE FLOODS DIR! CCOMMON IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
FOR THE WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE
(2000/60/EC)

COMMON IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
FOR THE WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE
(2000/60/EC)
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Find Your
EU Funding Programme

for the
Environment

Supporting the environment
under the

2021-2027 multiannual
financial framework and
NextGenerationEU

Resources available

The report published in July 2022:

https://op.europa.eu/s/yvhD0
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https://op.europa.eu/s/yhD0
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