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The current status  regarding the validity of  
certificates, service record books or logbooks 

issued in third countries 



Article 11 of the Directive 2397/2017



Article 23 of the Directive 2397/2017



• Until 17 January 2032, Member States may continue to recognise, on the basis of their
national requirements, or international agreements, applicable before 16 January 2018,
certificates of qualification, service record books and logbooks that have been issued by a third
country before 18 January 2024. The recognition shall be limited to the inland waterways on
the territory of the Member State concerned. (Directive 2021/1233)

• Medical certificates should be (re)issued in line with the COMMISSION DELEGATED
DIRECTIVE (EU) 2020/12 of 2 August 2019 supplementing Directive (EU) 2017/2397 of the
European Parliament and of the Council as regards the standards for competences and
corresponding knowledge and skills, for the practical examinations, for the approval of
simulators and for medical fitness

• Only existing professional qualifications can remain valid. It is NOT possible to obtain
new qualifications (including specific operations)

• No legal act needed for this, legal framework already enables it (Directive 2021/1233)
• Recognition of Certificates of Serbia and Ukraine ( as well as ECDB connection) continues

The way forward until the recognition of certificates 
for Serbia, Ukraine (and potentially Moldova) 



Thank You!

Any questions? 

kristijan.lezaic@ec.europa.eu
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