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Budapest, 05 of March 2026
River Administration of the Lower Danube  Galati



Calafat – water level 2025
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Calafat (June – August 2025)

• Calafat gauge
• Maxim: +861  

(2006)
• Minim: - 116 cm 

(2003)
• LNWL :  - 5 cm
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Measures Action - 2025
• Q<2700 mc/s 

• Extraordinary Session for RO-BG Joint Commission to identify and
apply the necessary measures to maintain the minimum navigation
conditions;

• Monitoring daily hydrologial conditions (water level and discharge);

• Very IMPORTANT – 5 days water level forecast;



Measures Action - 2025
• Bathymetric survey in main critical sectors - Increase the frequency of

survey, min. 2 / month for main critical sectors;

• Reduce the proccesing time to publish results on the website;

• Improving the marking by increasing the number of buoys;

• Adjust the fairway trajectory to reduce the fairway width to “deep 
channel”;



Hydrology - forecast
Forecast 3 months

Source / INHGA

October 2025 November 2025 December 2025

m.a. m.a. m.a.

Q maxim 
(mc/s)

3800 4500 5000

Q mediu 
(mc/s)

3850 2700 4650 3500 5200 3800

Q minim 
(mc/s)

2200 2300 2500



Navigation conditions - bottlenecks
Salcia km 818 - km823
20.08.2025
Min. depth: 2.70m
Min. width: 120m
W.L. = -2cm
LNWL: +27cm

Bogdan km 783 – km785
20.08.2025
Min. depth: 2.80m
Min. width: 150m
W.L. = -57cm
LNWL: -7cm



Bechet km 675 – km678
20.08.2025
Min. depth: 3.00m
Min. width: 130m
W.L. = +11cm
LNWL: +31cm

Corabia km 626 – km632
20.08.2025
Min. depth: 2.85m
Min. width: 140m
W.L. = -39cm
LNWL: -10cm

Navigation conditions - bottlenecks



Garcov km 621 – km623
20.08.2025
Min. depth: 2.95m
Min. width: 140m
W.L.= -39cm
LNWL: -10cm

Calnovat-up km 614 – km617
20.08.2025
Min. depth: 3.23m
Min. width: 130m
W.L.= -39cm
LNWL: -10cm

Navigation conditions - bottlenecks



Relations with naval authorities

• Meetings with RO and BG, naval authorities;

• Notices to Skippers, issued for low water level in 
order to respect the technical recommendation, 
about navigation conditions in critical sectors;

• Daily (7/7), email with info – Available min depths.



Meetings with Navigation companies

• Monthly Meetings, July - October:
• Navigations conditions,
• Hydrological conditions,
• Traffic status,
• other problems, Etc.



According to common decision 
AFDJ Galati and EAEMDR

• Q < 3,000 cm / s, daily exchange information about
• Hydrological conditions,
• Hydrographical conditions,
• Traffic status,
• Survey, marking actions - needed,
• Dredging status,

• Daily (7/7), email with info – Available min depths.



AFDJ Galati and EAEMDR

• Increase the number of marking trips to check the quality on 
marking scheme;

• Based on hydrographical results, hydrological conditions and water 
level forecast, common decision for dredging intervention 
prioritisation;

• The same approach was used for Caragheorghe – Cernavoda.





Thank you for your attention!

Galati Lower Danube River Administration, ROMANIA
AFDJ Galati team
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