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EU Policy Developments
1.   Port Strategy

Objective
Reinforcing competitiveness of European Ports

Overview – 5 Pillars 
•Strengthen Competitiveness, Innovation & Digitalisation
•Advance New Energies, Sustainability & Reindustrialisation
•Protect & Secure Ports
•Access to Finance & Investment
•Social Cohesion, Skills & Quality Jobs

Council Reply
• Hinterland connections
• Energy Transition



EU Policy Developments
2.   European Port Alliance

Protect EU: Expanding security in all European ports and fight against smuggling

European Port Alliance added inland ports last year in the summer. 

Proposals under Port Strategy
• Expansion of background check to port workers
• Application of certain security measures to non-ISPS Ports
• Recommendations from Port alliance

European Port Alliance meetings 
• Lack of data from inland shipping and ports
• Existing smuggling practices being used by drug gangs
• Some Member States actions already usefull



EU Policy Developments
3.   Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)

• EFIP Priority 
• Proposed under the MFF in the summer.

Current Situation
• Commission proposal focuses on financing cross-border infrastructure with national 

funding going through national plans
• Unclear if port investment are cross-border or not

Council
• Council position in December, fails to recognise inland ports fully

European Parliament
• Removal of Commission powers
• Expansion of ports for Military Mobility



EU Policy Developments
4.   State-Aid



EU Policy Developments
5.   AFIR Refit

• AFIR was adopted in 2024
• Review was planned 

Objectives
• Fair and transparent pricing road pricing
• Expansion of maritime ports obligations

EFIP
• Inland ports or infrastructure does not seem to be a priority at this time



Thank you 
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