PRESS RELEASE

The Danube Commission held its Seventy-second session from 27 to 28 May 2009, in Budapest.

In the work of the session the representatives of all member states of the Danube Commission (the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Republic of Hungary, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic of Moldova, the Russian Federation, Romania, the Republic of Serbia, the Slovak Republic, Ukraine and the Republic of Croatia), observer states (France, Turkey and the Czech Republic) participated. The representatives of the Kingdom of Belgium and international organizations: the UN Economical Commission for Europe, the International Sava River Basin Commission and the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) also presented at the session.

The President of the Danube Commission, Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Hungary, Igor Savolskiy, marked the main events which had taken place since the preceding session had been held, notably: the international workshop on the Follow-up of the Joint Statement on Inland Navigation and Environmental Sustainability in the Danube River Basin was held at the premises of the Danube Commission from 29 to 30 January 2009 and was organized by the Danube Commission, the International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River, the International Sava River Basin Commission and the European Commission.

The information of the President of the Danube Commission about the meeting of the Senior officials of the Commission and its Secretariat with the Minister for Transport of the Russian Federation, Mr. Igor Levitin, which had taken place the day before the session launched, aroused much interest.

The session considered the Reports on the results of the meetings of the working group on technical issues and the working group on legal and financial issues and adopted a set of Decisions. In particular, the session decided to grant the observer status near the Danube Commission to the Kingdom of Belgium as well as to the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). The session took a decision to initiate the ongoing cooperation with the Directorate-General for Energy and Transport, on issues related to the expected membership of the European Community in the Danube Commission and to the harmonization of the legal base in the field of navigation.

The session heard the Report of the Director General of the Secretariat on the execution of the budget of the Danube Commission for 2008 and the Report of the Director General of the Secretariat on the accomplishment of the Working plan of the Danube Commission within the period from 22 May 2008 to the Seventy-second session. The Working plan and the Schedule of accomplishment of the Working plan of the Danube Commission within the period from 29 May 2009   to the Seventy-forth session were approved.

Additionally the session heard the communication of the Secretariat on Principal directions and recommendations in the field of navigation policy on the Danube and remarked undoubtful importance to continue this work.

The following, Seventy-third session of the Danube Commission will take place in Budapest, from 15 to 16 December 2009. 
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